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Northfield, Springfield, and Westfield were at-
tacked in turn, and though the defense was some-
times successful, more often the defenders were
ambushed and killed. So widespread was the
uprising that during the autumn, a desultory war-
fare was carried on as far north as Falmouth,
Brunswick, and Casco Bay, where at least fifty
Englishmen were slain by members of the Saco
and Androscoggin tribes.

As yet the Narragansetts, bravest of all the
southern New England Indians, whose chief was
Canonchet, son of the murdered Miantonomo,
had taken no part in the war. But as rumor
spread that they had welcomed Philip and listened
to his appeals and were probably planning to join
in the murderous fray, war was declared against
them on November 2, 1675, and a force of a thou-
sand men and horse from Plymouth and Massa-
chusetts was drawn up on Dedham plain, under
the command of General Josiah Winslow and
Captain Benjamin Church. On December 19,
the greater part of this force, aided by troops from
Connecticut, fell on the Narragansetts in their
swamp fort, south of the present town of Kings-
ton, and after a fierce and bloody fight completely
routed them, though at a heavy loss. The tribe